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	Project Description

	This studentship studies the extent to which climate change policy impacts on achieving a low carbon supply chain and examines how interactions between climate change and other policies would impact on achieving supply chain adaptation to climate change. This studentship will examine the complexity and impact of climate change policy on small and medium sized companies (SMEs) in the supply chain. SMEs are the suppliers to brand and multinational companies and are often the most reluctant to take on environmental programmes, hence will be the least ready for climate change impacts and the associated policy. The studentship will firstly develop a series of future policy scenarios for SMEs (or would have a secondary effect on SMEs) from existing literature and interviews with policy makers. The impact of these future policy scenarios would be extracted from SMEs in the UK through a mixed method approach. A questionnaire survey would be used to collect data on the likely impacts of the policy (direct or in-direct) on the SME sector supplying Brand or Multi-national companies. The key reasonings behind the conclusions of the survey would be explored through in-depth interviews with SMEs and policy makers as well as how future policies can be developed to help SMEs in supply chains adapt to climate change. The objectives of this studentship are to: (1) Develop future climate change policy scenarios that will have an impact on Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) supplying Brand and Multi-national companies in the supply chain; (2) Conduct a questionnaire survey of SMEs in the Yorkshire and Humber region of the likely impact of these policy scenarios on their activities; (3) Conduct in-depth interviews with policy makers and SMEs on the reasonings for the survey conclusions; and (4) Develop recommendations on how future policy related to climate change and reduce the negative impact on SMEs in the supply chain and help them adapt to climate change.

	Entry Requirements  

	At least  good (2.1 or 1st class) undergraduate degree in a relevant subject in social sciences with environmental aspect. Open to UK/EU residents only.
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